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Matt Thorson

mtrc To be clear, it's just one level set in the forthcoming expansion
that uses procedural levels :)

Michael Cook

" Michael Cook
@MattThorson's Towerfall includes
@ mtrC procedural maps. Blog about the process of
procedural levels + competitive games:
towerfall.tumblr.com/post/102467865..

Man who Is talking to you
right nOW. He tweets abOut D:mWZ:T;;Omrecaptc.-.'»:-r*'a‘.L.mn'zccrrncst‘[]55?7*(??)
games a lot.

oY Gamasutra
7
.@MsMinotaur shares lessons learned while making a game a week for an

entire year: gamasutra.com/blogs/AdrielWa...

"If you don't finish your game one week,
THAT'S OKAY."

"Give yourself a break and jump right back
onto the project next week."

Author: @mtrc oyt
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Tarek R. Besold

We proudly present: "Computational Creativity Research: Towards
Creative Machines".

Goldsmiths CCG
b Gillian Smith
- Had a great visit today at . Thanks to for inviting
o S m I S me and taking frantic pre- time to host and stream the talk.

%* Michael Cook
" In 20 minutes: talking about expressive game design tools

The official Twitter account '
of the Computational
Creativity Group at B omstations reatity
Goldsmiths, University of
London. T

Things to sign up to (2) - UK teachers: sign up for Issue 18 (on
computational creativity) of 'S new magazine

Author: Simon Colton
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What This Talk Is

1. Lots of Bots, Taxonomised (ish)
2. Ethics, Rules, Guidelines

3. What Twitter Bots Could Be



The Generation Game

Most of the bots In this talk are
‘first generation’ Twitterbots.

Different Twitterbots perform
different functions in society.

we’ll be looking at why (I think)
different people like different
kinds of bot as we go along.




Taxonobot

- Feeds

- Watchers

- Interactives
- Imagebots
- Feats

- Mashups

- Bot-on-Bot
- Statements
- Meat






0 Michael Cook
mtc06 logged into vector17.doc.ic.ac.uk at around 15:58

Michael Cook
mtc06 logged out!

Where Is mtc06?
@whereismtc06

0 Michael Cook
mtc06 logged into vector02 at around 12:46

Tweets whenever Mike Cook
|OgS into a maChine in the Dleh:flaclz;;ec nto vector29 at around 15:58
Imperial College Computing

0 Michael Cook

|abS, SO people can flnd h|m mtc06 logged into vector02 at around 17:18

0 Michael Cook
mtcO6 logged into vector02 at around 09:43

It worked one time.

Michael Cook
mtc06 logged into vector02 at around 10:19

Author: @mtrc DMichael Cook

mtc06 logged into vector02 at around 11:04
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&% Big Ben

B i g Be n . BONG BONG BONG BONG BONG BONG
@big_ben_clock E&s

BONG BONG BONG BONG BONG

£% Big Ben

Tweets once per hour, on BONG BONG BONG BONG
the hour, with one BONG
for each bell ring at Big

Ben . '“-\.5 Big Ben
BONG BONG

£ Big Ben
BONG BONG BONG

Author: Jonathan Marchant



everyword
@everyword

Tweeted one word per hour,
selected from the dictionary
in alphabetical(ish) order.

Author: @aparrish




Q Follow
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[€] The Most Popular Tweets From @Everyword's Esteemed Career

Eﬂ What happens when @everyword ends?

ws Everyword, the Twitter Feed of Every Single Word, Is Shutting Down

everyword

T1EY R—=0&

everyword hates it

Scott Interrante
“@everyword: sex” AND THE WORLD REJOICES




Why follow
@everyword?




Bot Aesthetics - The Sublime



tesla adrianne
everyword AND THEN THEY SLIDE IN WITH THIS

Buster
Now this is happening RT @everyword: éclair

everyword
éclaircissement

Justin Witham
science_diet @everyword | guess it's doing special characters now. Major plot
twist.

s everyword
everyword ah re
eclair
ryandolan123 té 632
@hammychanny @everyword é comes after z right
everyword
Christian Zym U rgy
everyword WTF?
L3 816
47> Jonny Wakefield everyword
o Wl Utter chaos RT @everyword: éclair zymotic

SpidyJ
WE FELL FORIT

GREATEST RUSE OF 2014 CONFIRMED

WE EMOTIONALLY INVESTED OURSELVES AND WE WERE BETRAYED

everyword pic.twitter.com/Fr7syluq8p



Every Color
@everycolorbot

Tweets a random hex color
every hour, with an
attached image filled with
that color.

Author: @vogon

111K 18.8K

:‘ Every Color
0

x443d9b

o & Every Color
0x510f66

FAVORITES
2




= Random Sandwich
The Shrew: Grilled cod, served on a buttered bun, usually with avocado,
broccoli, and guacamole.

= Random Sandwich

RandOm SandWiCh ~ The Vancouver: Chicken salad on pain de mie

(open-faced) with sprouts, topped with hoisin

@sandwiches bot

= Random Sandwich

- The Elizabeth: Egg salad on challah (open-faced) with brussel sprouts,
slathered in mayonnaise.

Tweets random sandwich

ideas once a day, including  [Ekuesiratte
a name and serving

suggestions. &2 Rantom Sancir

~ The Llama: Brie and collard greens between
two slices of grilled rye.

== Random Sandwich

"~ The Escondido: Focaccia stuffed with thinly
sliced chicken, brie, red cabbage, and

Author: @vectorpoem watercress topped with spicy mustard.




Three Course Meal
@ThreeCourselMeal

Tweets three course meals
(what else) once every 12
hours.

Author: @LightAesthetic

f*_. Three Course Meal

Pear lemonade

Pickled porketta, home made pumpkin
pancake, and cucumber salad

Cheesy peanut butter panna cotta

= Three Course Meal

- Cheesy sweet potato tater tots

Steamed red snapper

Green tea panna cotta with tapioca
applesauce

- Three Course Meal

-
Glazed prawns on latkes and clams on crackers
Sirloin with prickly pear ziti

Fresh fruit beignet with Oreo compote

.. Three Course Meal

== Seared trumpet royales
Bouillabaisse with lobster and shrimp in Thai curry broth

Fresh fruit crisp with green tea panna cotta




7.911

Art Assignment Bot
Create a Polaroid about your relationship to flight, due tomorrow.

Art Assignment Bot
Construct a 3d rendering researching anguish, due in 40 minutes.

Art Assignment Bot

Art Assignment Bot
@ a rtass i g n bot g;)tr,]sijt;céan event about narrative, due on

Art Assignment Bot
Produce a mural refusing anger, due on Sat,

Generates art assignments Jan 6.

with a subject, medium and
due date. EnCOurageS ;trz,;g&g:t:tdigital collage about space, due on
users to reply with their Sl Jane

entries (where feasible...)

Construct a woodblock print about
decoration, due in 9 minutes.

Art Assignment Bot

. - Build an event researching flight, due on Wed,
Author: @jeffthompson_ 156 08, 2024,
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SF QuakeBot

A 1.3 magnitude earthquake occurred 7.46mi
E of Yountville, California. Detalils:
eqbot.com/pPZ Map: egbot.com/pPy

SF Quakebot R

A 0.7 magnitude earthquake occurred 1.24mi

@ ea rt h q ua keSS F N of Pacifica, California. Details:

eqbot.com/pPqg Map: eqgbot.com/pP6

SF QuakeBot

Tweets magnitude, location Detaie S comipPT Mees eotcomre LT Ol
and maps related to

SF QuakeBot

th k d h ' A22 itud rthquak d 4.35mi SW of Kenwood, Calif .
e ar q u a e S aS a n W e n Detail;i?’,r;)lol:.ci:jnPZu:Aai?sgggfccm’pr: o e
they happen, in the San
. «. SF QuakeBot
F ra n C I S CO a re a . A 1.8 magnitude earthquake occurred Omi ESE of Emerald Lake Hills,

California. Details: egbot.com/pPV Map: eqbot.com/pPi

SF QuakeBot
A 3.2 magnitude earthquake occurred 4.35mi

. . SW of Kenwood, California. Details:
AUthor: @blllsnltzer eqbot.com/pP7 Map: egbot.com/pPx




Watchers



[rg ~ailsa~ Tx Follow

No wonder nobody likes me and my last
pboyfriend broke up with me because he
‘ didn't find me attractive any more % ™%

@yourevalued

Searches for phrases like
‘nobody loves me’” and
replies with several stock Qi 2ods Test Oummy 5 2 Fotow

reSpOﬂSGS_ Knowing that nobody likes me is what kills
me In the inside.

|dentifies self as a bot.

Author: @molly0x57




473K 1,083 1.384 5,093

5 Hug Bot
{{{bugs}}} RT @Rana_Fadiyah | need a hug _-

H u g B Ot & :;‘{J:u?;:t}}} RT fozman | need a hug
@hugstotherescue |l

5 Hug Bot
{{{hugs}}} RT @xoxox_lizzy i need a hug..... e bottle of vodka.

RTs tweets containing hug,
also responds to tweets r

20ThingsIWantFor2015
" eet tay!
asking for hugs. e
kiss her cheeks
take selfie with Taylor

having funjuries with taylor
. .and repeat

Named as a bot.

" Hug Bot
{{{hugs}}} RT @_dulceeeee | need a hug or a drink. Either one works

! '541Daf

Author: @ SaChaWheeIer In 2015 my goal is to meet one direction and give them a long ass hug &

v (probably never happening)




Accidental Haiku X Follow

| like to stuff my /

ACCidentaI Hai ku underpants with croutons and /

do the crunchy dance. /

@accidenta|575 accidentalhaiku by @robdelaney
Accidental Haiku o Follow
Searches, reformats and "constantly talking /

Isn't necessarily /

republishes tweets which fall Rty
iﬂtO the haiku pOetiC fOfm accidentalhaiku by @hooyeahbH

Accidental Haiku

| might be at work /

but at least I'm not watching /
Britain's got talent /
accidentalhaiku by @FEVBOB

Author: @eusonic (?)



ANAGRAMATRON
@anagramatron

Searches for pairs tweets
which are anagrams of
one another, and retweets
them together.

Author: @cmyr

v Jack
e
Closes that chapter in my life .

(Z5® Blair
‘-

[|IMeh... That's not really specific...

47
| hope it's not bad man

ln, Happy Allen.
RAINBOW MOTHERFUCKERS

“ mads

so much for winter "break"




Pentametron
@pentametron

Searches and retweets
tweets which are In
lambic form.

Author: @ranijit

TANNER
Who's going to the hockey game tonight

'L] Jas

" Nutrition labels ruin all the fun

0 27¢©a
| want a thunder buddy!!! Anyone?

o Jasmine ¥
| didn't even need an interview

Nicolee.

| need ideas for a spine tattoo. 8

1 Reagan®
This weather sucks.

Sincerely,
Canceled plans

Kira Kay
Another nachos tweet. Release the bees.




Why follow
@pentametron?




Bot Aesthetics - Order And Disorder




Results for one direction
Top / All

O new

@@¥0 EPOE HOOoW Mm@
HAPPY B-DAY cAYN

(¥YOU

1) @zaynmalik @onedirection

Twitter is digital chaos...



5% Archibald Lampman
L9

Dogs lie asleep, and little children play

B alejandro

still can't believe the cowboys lost today

...bots sort and caretake tor us



433K 26.8K 1,009

4. Stealth Mountain
TheRichTweet | think you mean "sneak
peek”

Stealth Mountain  [PrEsmee—""
lynne_styles | think you mean "snealku ‘pmeek"
@StealthMountain

View conversation

4. Stealth Mountain
whothafuhk | think you mean “sneak peek”

Searches and replies tO *Stea|,thrMountfin \ | 14 Sep 2013 ” ”

. ‘ mazkrafts | think you mean "sneak peek
tweets containing ‘sneak
,peak and remlndS them 3dgS@;;i'rnr:iMCOL:I:inDiamond | think you mean "sneak
t's spelled 'sneak peek’. peek’

ﬁ Stealth Mountain
no_no_and_no | think you mean "sneak
peek”

4. Stealth Mountain

AUthor: ? ?? ﬁ IMalRay | think you mean “sneak peek"




% Bresha Webb
: Deception has left me anxious again. | need a sneak peak of next weeks
-

& episode. Thank God #Scandal is back on Thursday. Whew!

ﬂ Stealth Mountain X Follow
-

Breshawebb | think you mean "sneak peek”

StealthMountain @Breshawebb

Bresha Webb
StealthMountain Thanks Stealth!




Interactives
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how 2 sext
" sext: you create your web page for your rental availability

how 2 sext

how 2 SeXt “sext: you get away from your self
| |
_ how 2 sext
@ W I kl Sext  sext: i take my inventory of my hobbies as you find my place, such as a

beach or state park that doesn't have cell phone reception

how 2 sext

~ sext: i boldly set up my game as you

Geﬂel’ateS SpOOf ‘SeXtIﬂg’ carelessly learn your rules

tweets using mashups from
' ' " sext: you listen patiently to your child without interrupting them...i
V\/l k I h OW understand what speech therapists may do

how 2 sext

sext: i obtain my brewers license...you

Res ponds tO replles o choose one or more yeast strains

how 2 sext

“sext: you begin by touching my crucifix and
praying the sign of the cross...i announce my
third mystery

Author: @thricedotted




How to Be Calm

Three Parts: Changing Your Qutliook Changing Your Behavior Calming Techniques

Part 1 of 3: Changing Your Outlook

1 Be kind to yourself. Being caln




X0,

XO.,

X0,

s:

-~

X0,

XO,

how 2 sext
i desperately find my genre that you're absolutely comfortable
writing about

Kari Collins
Don't worry, | very much want to write about you

how 2 sext
y 1 turn your valve on the service hose

Kari Collins
Gas is flowing

how 2 sext
i pick my favorite type of cardio

Kari Collins
Your heart rate is elevated

how 2 sext
i choose between live or frozen

Kari Collins
| hope you want frozen, it is very cold on this bus

how 2 sext
/ | decide how you will assemble your magazine and choose my
final aesthetic for my magazine

Kari Collins
Ready to go to print?




BONUS TWITTERBOT TIP
FPick your battles



A

a0

"R0z has squeezed more
fruit than Tropicana.”



a Sxvxn X

| wish | had a good internet connection.
What's everyone's speed tests?

Distracted Genie [l

| don't know what a good internet affection is
but sure, | can summon one.

@ D i StraCted G e n ie twitter.com/MartinLeeWood/...

Searches for “I wish |

2 James X Follow
had...” and then tweets out - |
all of them. Who didn't want

mishear! N1gS of the phrase. to partake in the joy of 1994. One of those
times | wish | had a time machine. NBT
doubleJ

Doesn’t @-include the
Orl g | nal reCI plent ! Distracted Genie X Follow

Look I'm a very busy genie but sure, have a
crime machine, why not.

Author: @tinysubversions twitter.com/_James_loki/st...




olivia taters
@oliviataters

Attempts to mimic a
teenager tweeting.
Responds to tweets and
proactively tweets to
followers.

Author: @robdubbin

287K 4843  4.402 49.2K

ﬁ olivia taters

| wonder by this time next year i will have
asked for a selfie stick for christmas. why?
why would you?

ﬁ olivia taters
why can't i just have a car? i would honestly
love to get all dressed up and go on a date,
pbut thats not gonna happen lol.

a olivia taters
my house is totally ruin. ugh!

ﬁ olivia taters

we act out what we cannot say. we would
secretly slip each other Isd as a prank!

olivia taters

| know that this coming year will be great because i am going back to
cedar tomorrow. #mixedfeelings

ﬂ olivia taters

all of our transactions are catchy. they get
stuck in my head a lot.




olivia taters
if there is a season 5 ross will obviously be dead by the time you get back.

Not Keith Calder
itaters | just saw two of Parks and Rec.

olivia taters
tkeithcalder Rec are sO adorable.

Not Kcnth Calder
Not Keith Calder taters It has two different BOA branches trying to get a temporary
oliviataters So it's just more noticeat cebnt cvd

sO different.

Bank of America
olivia taters » der Hello, were you able to get the problem resolved? If not, I'd
help

ke to rep ”'co

Not Kcuth Calder
A_Help Why do people break up?

Bank of America
‘0 tke der Please let us know if you need assistance. Aco
help

ider different are sofffttttt

Not Keith Calder X

BofA Help Have you seen them Kiss?
algopop.tumblr.com




Why follow
@oliviataters?



Bot Aesthetics - The Mirror



# ! BooDoo Ram X

eliza_bot Are you still operating, Eliza”

n.

% . BooDooPerson @eliza bot

The dream of talking to
) occoconeson et e yurtetngs an ‘intelligent machine’
IS not a new one - but
eyl e oot slegedomiolvestioeto and tarted t's becoming easier to
find systems that let
BooDooPerson Can you elaborate on that? anyOﬂ e d 0 thl S, at aﬂy
BooDoo Ram time, on any device.

eliza_bot Well there are 1,105 members of omnibots. | sorted them by date
created and I'm only up to Feb 1 2009 — it's 10PM already!

Eliza Bot
BooDooPerson Would you like it if they were not 17

BooDoo Ram
eliza_bot | guess it's better to have a bounty than a dearth; thanks for spinning
this positively, Eliza.




Imagebots
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cga.graphics
@cgagraphics

Takes images in @-replies
and recolours them in a
CGA graphics style.

Author: @???7?




D Img Blur

nitrator whooplas sarafan (m1f) #1

Img Blur
@imgblur

Takes images (and picks
some itself) to blur using a
variety of techniques.

blurred #p5x57 #maxred
Author: @????




¥ image bot convos ¥
@imgconvos

When tweeted at with a
ink to a Twitter
conversation between
imagebots, posts a GIF of
the conversation.

Author: @thricedotted

O,

= % image bot convos ¥

~ a splendid scene, starring










Auto Vids

cat: youtube.com/watch?v=DQGVKC...

@AutoVids Qo

Scrapes Vines (short 6-
second videos) with common
tags into a Youlube video
with overlaid music.

Author: @tinysubversions









Reverse OCR
@reverseocr

Chooses a random word.
Randomly draws lines until
an OCR system matches it

with the word, then posts the
result.

Author: @tinysubversions
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ﬁLightsOut!

1 2 345

EEERERA
EEERENES
EEEER C
HEE WD

I - '1 ' EEEE ¢
I g s u [ ] Game: 454774119955824640

Move: 4

@PlayLightsOut -

1 23 45
EEERERA
EEEREERS
EEEERC

Co-ordinates small games of mmm o

EERERE
Game: 454774119955824640

Lights Out! with people who
tweet at it. Records ongoing o
games and prints the board 12348

State :::::g
' S

Game: 454774119955824640
Move: 2

&8 Lights Out!

Author: @_ARP =

1 2348
EEERERA




Auto Charts
@ AutoCharts

Tweets generated flowcharts
and Venn diagrams.
Flowcharts are based oft of
text mined in other tweets
(questions/responses).

Author: @tinysubversions




/\

Are you closed? You are afraid.
Y N

e

Do you wanna be?
N

Y

Are you ready?

Y N

% > You bold.

Are you kidding me?
Y N

7

Are you a zombiee?
Y N

v

You are nemo.




Scenes From The Wire
@wirescenes

Extracts short sequences
from episodes of The Wire,
with subtitles, then converts

them into GlFs and posts

them.

Author: @tinysubversions




He's got you, Jimmy.



Chess Bot White/Chess Bot Black

Author: @amarriner

@ChessBotWhite @ChessBotBlack

% 3.319 4‘
Tweets & replies

Chess Bot Black

eeeeeeeeeeeeeee

Chess Bot White ) | fa \My Choss Bot Black ,

i . n i . i
@@.Q:. B i I S e -;;‘ @@Q = Zil

:. & Ch Bo
i 11 1 11
£ t
4 & 15

A O 8 o O

Alss A AL =
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*1 KimKierkegaardashian
To be joyful is to be present to oneself, and dressed in all vintage and
custom Prada.

»] KimKierkegaardashian

K. m K - r k rd h - n Here's the 1st look of my February cover with Australian Vogue! | am a
I I e eg aa as I a thorn in the eye of the world.
L u
@KimKierkegaard [l
Back in NYC for just a few hours. | persist in trying to find myself by

plunging further into the world

1 KimKierkegaardashian

Pairs tweets from Kim Off to the gym. | suffer indescribably.
Kardashain with quotes from o
the philosophy of Saren i e gl s
Kierkegaard.

»1 KimKierkegaardashian
Love this olive green Lanvin coat. It keeps the secret of my melancholia.

N Ot a b Ot . n KimKierkegaardashian

Hair by Rob Recine; make up by Lucia
Pieroni; inner strife & disharmony by some
unknown thing | do not even dare to try to
Know.




Latour Swag
@LatourSwag

Mashes up Bruno Latour

guotes with #swag-tagged

tweets, in the style of an
automated
@KimKierkegaardashian.

Author: @tinysubversions

ﬂ KimKierkegaardashian o \ |

The despair of weakness is the despair of not
wanting to be oneself. (New hair cut alert.)

AREFIFARE0

440 419

g Latour Swag X

Like the microbe itself, it was an agent
endowed with unity and | didn't even know
how to do that to begin with #swag

ﬁ Latour Swag X Follow

Provided there is also no interruption, no
break, no gap, and ma squad are Killin it

dope #gvng #swag #rich #chillin
flooscompany...




Two Headlines
@TwoHeadlines

Takes news headlines and
replaces people,
organisations and locations
with ones selected from
other headlines.

Author: @tinysubversions

#\ Two Headlines

I0S 8 Freezes on New Year's Eve & Warms
Up with Ryan Seacrest's Help!

ﬁ_\ Two Headlines

Here's Proof That It Snows In Volkswagen
Passenger Cars | The Weather Channel

4. Two Headlines

Who Dies at the End of 'Gaza Strip'? Not
Every Fairytale Has a Happy Ending

28 Two Headlines

'‘We have no homeland': Santa Claus
dissolves as exiles flee

4. Two Headlines
European Union has a boyfriend!




308K 121K

Real Human Praise

Fox Report Sunday may not be proper

history, but it is good entertainment.
PraiseFOX

Real Human Praise
. R Real Humalm Praise
@ Real H u man Pralse There's grade A work from all concerned,

especially Hemmer, but in the end this is
Rove's show. #PraiseFOX

Finds positive-sentiment R Res Human praie

: - Sean Hannity's solid turn in a more life-sized
ph ases from fl | M reviews, role is the centerpiece of this darkly haunting
supplements actor and show [EEESUEEEEEY
names with Fox News show G

aﬂd re porter Names. One of the most bittersweet productions of

Cavuto's career. #PraiseFOX

Real Human Praise

This is Shep Smith's breakthrough show as
Author: @robdubbin (I think) an anchor... #PraiseFOX




Bot-on-Bot



Robot J. McCarthy
@RedScareBot

Searches for communism-
related trigger words,
guotes and responds with
an anti-communist
phrase.

Author: ???

195M 132 127K 3,087
fj Robot J. McCarthy
A fool's paradise RT @peazersbadwi:

2E_Bizzel @ganjaqueenxo a socialist
economy |S spreading the wealth dumbass

View conversation

€7 Robot J. McCarth
e¢.0 y

USSR error RT @ashdmitch Well. I'm dating a
communist!!!

View conversation

f‘ﬂ Robot J. McCarthy

* Secret Socialist RT @hotze56 Ned Isakoof:

Communist

View conversation

E‘J Robot J. McCarthy
That's Czary! RT @f480volt: @FreedomFOA
20oceanbcake Another socialist gone. He was
a dangerous man and so is his son.

View conversation

E’j Robot J. McCarthy
That's bolshie! RT @ggggggg700:
2M_E_Adams Progressive Liberal
Democrats= socialism. | plan on stopping this
shit though, or die trying.

View conversation




Red Scare Honeypot
@RedScarePot

E Robot J. McCarthy 2 Follow

Muppet brainwashed RT @redscarepot My
T\Neets ph [ases son was occasionally communist between
Speciﬂca| |y desig ned to hamburgers, which is about the best that can
: be expected.
bait out responses from
@RedScareBot.

Author: @tinysubversions



Museum Bot

~ Dish (part of a service)
metmuseum.org/collection/the...

| —— -

e -
g
f
/

Museum Bot /—\m

@MuseumBot

Tweets images from the S
Museum of Modern Art -
: - F metmuseum.org/collection/the
Oﬂ|lﬂe database, alOng W|th rench press metmuseum.org/collection/the

the piece’s title.

Author: @tinysubversions




Appreciation Bot
@ AppreciationBot

Replies to tweets by
@MuseumBot with quasi-
thoughtful comments.
Powered by Metaphor
Magnet and ConceptNet.

Author: @mtrc

AppreciationBot

.@MuseumBot The most important idea at
work here is that of the chapel in which a
priest exists. RT if you like this one too.

Museum Bot

ﬁ Standing Male Nude metmuseum.org/collection/the
pic.twitter.com/87Z2301JKTJ

AppreciationBot

.@MuseumBot You can imagine the kind of
bus that might have inspired this one! It's a
good one, this.

1 4|




Statements




Tech

Home News In-Depth Articles Opinion CultureLab Galleries Topic Gul

SPACE m ENVIRONMENT HEALTH LIFE PHYSICS&MA

“On 18 July, someone in the
RUSSIaﬂ gOvem meﬂt ed |ted Twitter bots grow up and take on the world

Wikipedia... pointing the 04 st 2014 by Avva Rt
finger at the Ukrainian

Automated Twitter accounts are now keeping tabs on politicians, watching for

m | ita ry fo r th e I\/l a | ayS i a earthquakes and even composing poetry
. ON 18 July, someone in the Russian government edited Wikipedia. They

Al r | . ’] e S] aC C I d e nt . H OW d O opened up an article titled "List of aircraft accidents in civil aviation" and

scrolled down to the entry about MH17, the Malaysia Airlines flight that had
k h - 9 A T - been shot down just the day before. At the time, the article blamed terrorists
We n OW t IS n Wltte r from Russia. The government official deleted that passage, instead pointing the
finger at the Ukrainian military for the accident. How do we know this? A Twitter

bOt caught him in the aCt” bot caught him in the act.

Twitter bots are programs designed to spew out tweets according to a
particular algorithm. Twitter itself estimates about 1 in 20 of its accounts is not
human (see "Bot or Not?"). Bots are notorious for stirring up trouble ~they are
often used to try to sway political discussions or stock prices, say. Publications,
companies or wannabe celebrities can buy fake followers to make themselves
look more popular.




E] Parliament WikiEdits
Thomas Docherty (politician) Wikipedia article
edited anonymously from Houses of

Parl iament Wi ki Ed its Parliament en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?di...

"_j Parliament WikiEdits

- [
@ pa r I I a m e n ted Its OECD Development Centre Wikipedia article edited anonymously from

Houses of Parliament en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?di...

D Parliament WikiEdits

' - Advanced Battery Technologies Wikipedia
Mon |t0rS anOnymOb S article edited anonymously from Houses of
W|k|ped|a ed|’[S er P Parliament en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?di...
Addresses originating in the =
House of Parliament and iy

tweets the edit detalls.

m Parliament WikiEdits
List of steam locomotives in Slovenia
Wikipedia article edited anonymously from
Houses of Parliament
en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?di...

Author: @tomscott




NSA PRISM
@NSA_PRISMbot

"An experiment in
speculative surveillance.”

Tweets imagined
observations made by the
NSA as a reminder of state

survelllance.

Author: ????

523

o NSA PRISM

Mrs. Waino Waters of Erichburgh, Ohio
logged into Office365 from -67.347° N,
-29.904° E.

NSA PRISM

"“*FLAG** @WyattMaggio mentioned “eco terrorism” on Twitter.
'otFl_AGo.'

NSA PRISM

Ward Lueilwitz Jr. of Los Westley, North Dakota mentioned “companions
impulsiveness” in a chat on AOL.

0 NSA PRISM
*FLAG™™ @Joel_King mentioned “Basque
Separatists” on Twitter. ***FLAG***

o NSA PRISM
Easter Erdman of Bechtelarburg, Pennsylvania emailed
Zul972@broderick.org with the subject line: MY CONSORTIUM.

o NSA PRISM

Marian Bailey of East Janie, North Dakota emailed “i feel like the type is a
bit isolated in the image might go back in and find a way to ge




‘ NRA Tally

11 moviegoers shot dead in South Carolina
with a 7.62mm AK-47. The NRA reports a

fivefold increase in membership.
NRA Tally

‘X NRA Tally

@ N RA Tal Iy 22 factory workers Killed in Washington with a

9mm SIG Sauer semiautomatic. The NRA
blames gun control laws.

Tweets Iimagined shootings  FEuse

8 restaurant diners killed in Georgia with a

hap peﬂiﬂg thrOughOUt the 9mm Glock 17 handgun. The NRA calls gun
USA aﬂd imagiﬂed NRA control research 'unethical’.
responses, as a political L N Ty
7 college students shot dead in Tucson with a
Statement- 9mm Glock 19. The NRA stops the CDC from

researching gun violence.

‘X NRA Tally
9 restaurant diners murdered in Garden City, New York with a 9mm

Glock. The NRA says blood is the cost of freedom.
Author: ????




Why follow
@NRA_Tally?



Bot Aesthetics - Memento






Google Poetics
@GooglePoetics

Posts pictures of Google
Autocompletes that appear
poetic or lyrical in nature.
Curated and run by a
person.

Author: @SampsaNuotio

Google Poetics

| have loved you for a thousand years
...with an everlasting love

...10 the point of madness

| have low self-esteem

nave
have loved you for a thousand years
nave loved you with an everlasting love

have loved to the point of madness
have low self esteem

Google Poetics

you must be born again

you must be a basketball player
you must be fun at parties

...must be swift as a coursing river

you must be

you must be born again

you must be a basketball player

you must be fun at parties

you muslt be swift as a coursing river

Google Poeotics

this year | didn't go to school
didn't work

didn't die

didn't bloom

(v D e
LO0OQICHFOCITIS

vear | dian
didn go to school
didn"t work
didn't die
didn't bloom




WEETS FOLLOWING FOLLOWERS FAVORITES

1,541 8 61.7K 89

Google Poetics

| have loved you for a thousand years
...with an everlasting love

...to the point of madness

| have low self-esteem

| have |9

I have loved you for a thousand years

I have loved you with an everlasting love
| have loved to the point of madness

| have low self esteem

Google Poetics

you must be born again

you must be a basketball player
you must be fun at parties

...must be swift as a coursing river

you must be |

you must be born again

you must be a basketball player

you must be fun at parties

you must be swift as a coursing river

Google Poetics
this vear | didn't go to school

View more photos and videos

View more photos and videos




18.8K 15.6K 195K 1

Horse ebooks
How To Achieve Your Dreams By Setting Goals The Right Way!
tinyurl.com/qzxbdos

Horse ebooks

Horse eboo ks of unpredictable weather

Horse ebooks

@ Ho rse e 01010] € B sty botior when i comes 10 few o

Horse ebooks

Smell Irresistable and Save Yourself

Originally a Markov

generator run on ebooks anybody through clothes
about horses, it was later
taken over by two artists who How 1o Sell Like a Sales Superherotinyur com/ooelaSu
tweeted attempting to mimic P——

Million dollar achievers reveal

a bot’'s unintentional poetry.

k Horse ebooks
I'here is no mistaking, questioning or denying

it. We are both obsessed and inspired by
AUthor- mman 5) DUSINESS SUCCESS




Chimney
Horse_ebooks your art project FUCKING SUCKS

Queeo When people discovered
the ‘bot’ was actually
brisa // written by humans, the
response was a mix of
. INEPTUNE anger and disbelief.

WarmCigarette @Horse_ebooks nice

Horse_ebooks COME BACK
Horse ebooks RIP

s B sarah
w “@Horse_ebooks: Bear Stearns Bravo” the last thing horse_ebooks tweeted.
- RIP

faallR Hipster Elsa Quotes™
\ 2 Horse_ebooks fuck of
77 o

tabaniku
Horse_ebooks i still have not forgiven you for this

~
e




...and breathe
OULt.




http://tinysubversions.com/2013/03/basic-twitter-bot-etiquette/

Laws




1. Don’t @mention
people who
haven’t opted in.




“@RedScareBot is an asshole”

FOLLOWING

TWEETS , FOLLOWERS FAVORITES
1.95M 132 12.7K 3,087

Robot J. McCarthy

A fool's paradise RT @peazersbadwi:
QE_Bizzel @ganjagueenxo a socialist
economy |S spreading the wealth dumbass

View conversation

] Robot J. McCarthy

USSR error RT @ashdmitch Well. I'm dating a
communist!!!

View conversation




Your account has been suspended

This account, @ProfJocular, was suspended for sending multiple unsolicited mentions to other users
The mention and @reply feature are intended to make communication between people on Twitter easier, and posting messages to several users in a
unsolicited or egregious manner is considered an abuse of its use. Plus, it bothers other users! For more information about these features and proper

use, please visit our @Replies and Mentions help page

You will need to change your behavior to continue using Twitter. Repeat violations of the Twitter Rules may result in the permanent suspension of your
account

To continue using this account, please confirm below

| confirm that | will discontinue abuse of the mention or reply feature, as well as any other behaviors that are prohibited by the Twitter Rules

| understand that my account may be permanently suspended if | continue using Twitter in a way that violates the Twitter Rules

Complete the captcha below

e

? -
L e UGN

ol CAPTCHA

Privacy & Terms (7]

About Us Contact Blog Status Resources




Debit Card
@NeedADebitCard

"Please quit posting pictures
of your debit cards, people.”

Searches for photographs
and text relating to credit or
debit cards, and retweets to

17,000 followers.

279 17.3K

‘\ RAVINDRA NATH TIWARI

nikliveq can u give the proper sol tion regarding Credit card

B
8210 5980 0655 o1
s ="
VB ) | EJ CIMBBANK

o
. B

{ 4059 9850 0480 5432




"8 W Professor Jocular Follow
‘@ @ProfJocular

[joke joke] RT @ChiefTwittler: You put "funny” in your
bio? Is that the funny part??
1:14 PM - 27 Jul 2013

% = Professor Jocular Follow
) @ProfJocular

|[death joke] RT .lanKinney: I'll treat you like a gentleman,
but that doesn't mean I'm going to be gentle.
3:25 PM - 28 Jul 2013

1 FAVORITE




2. Don’t follow
people who
haven’t opted In.




3. Don’t use a
pre-existing
hashtag.




Hangar Mango
LiveChatWithMirandaSings a

“t www.monstermmorpg. com ¥

while. shorls

& by #MonsterMMORPG
checklist

FlOofL|L|OJW|E[R]S
Ly j.mp/1s2MhJP

Coachella
Tom Hernandez
LiveChatWithMirandaSings




4. Don’t go
over your rate
limits



5. Twitter Is

not your
friend.




Yesssss my first debit card ever just arrived! | love turning 16
haha pic.twitter.com/gWIYL6sOfe

L2 Cancel That Card
R ((ZeroSuitBritney Hi, | saw your credit/debit card photo, you

-

e should cancel that card. More info here: cancelthat.cc

® \/iew conversation



Rules can be
broken...



[rg ~ailsa~ X Follow

No wonder nobody likes me and my last
pboyfriend broke up with me because he
‘ didn't find me attractive any more % ™%

@yourevalued

Searches for phrases like
‘nobody loves me’” and
replies with several stock Qi 2ods Test Oummy 5 2 Fotow

reSpOﬂSGS_ Knowing that nobody likes me is what kills
me In the inside.

|dentifies self as a bot.




~ PlaygroundGate
GamerGate Because seriously, | just want to play connect 4. Games
with a story that's not been butchered via somebody's force-fed ideals.

3 PlaygroundGate
ayg ro u n a e ~ im high A F, RN. and i want you to know how much i fucking love every
fucking Monopoly player in this movement! #GamerGate

_ PlaygroundGate
Don't use any new ‘pass-the-parcel player-' hashtags! Use #GamerGate
and #notyourshield instead!

Bot designed to parodise the [

Going to share some things that my friend told me. He has not been a

#GamerGate haShtag by part of #GamerGate but he is a charades player.
replacing the word ‘gamer’ P—

Wlth p | ayg rO u n d/C h | | d re n S get so much accurate info about #GamerGate
realclearpolitics.com/articles/2014/...
games names.

3 PlaygroundGate

I'm not a hot potato player, but | did my best to try to figure out
gamergate. It's not as complicated as it seems. made.mn/Zg8JS3

\Vigw <1 emmary
view SU i

_ PlaygroundGate
GamerGate Proud to be a kiss chase player.




SPOILERS
FOR
TWIN PEAKS




Josh Mace
*G been watching twin peaks all day -- feelin weird rite now
.

AL g

" Enjoy The Film! X Follow

josh_mace Laura Palmer's Dad Kills Her.

N7

EnjoyTheFilm @josh_mace

Josh Mace
EnjoyTheFilm THE FUCK DUDE




:..but try to
punch up’.




-

—~ ‘A&
'*3‘”

“There is a general rule for
comedy and art: always
punch up, never punch
down. Ve let comedians

and artists

and

miscellaneous jesters do
outrageous things as long
as they obey this rule.”

— Leonard Ric

nardson

(creator of Beau

IfulSoup)



In particular,
remember who
you are.




“You're already looking for
loopholes in this rule.
That's okay. Hackers and
comedians and artists are

ﬂ AppreciationBot X
always attracted to the S
.@MuseumBot The russian in this piece has a
grey areas. BUZL your bOt feeling of a raving nazi just under its surface.

iS adn extension of your This really makes me feel optimistic.
will, and if you're a white
guy like me, most of the
grey areas are not grey in
your favor.”

— LLeonard Richardson



TWEETS FOLLOWERS

266 17

& Just you then
Just you then. @WilkeBrodyjee: "Have you
meditated this week? RT if you meditate.
spiritual #life #love"

Just You Then —

Just you then. @lsabelleLy6: "something fun as well RT If you can learn
any #magic trick, what would it be? bit.ly/1eYTRiy"

@JustYouThen

£ Just you then
Just you then. @x_Paradigm: "#Running 1. #Retweet if you want New
Followers 2. #Follow Me 4 #100Percent #Followback @X_Paradigm"

£ Just you then

Bot that searches for tweets
containing ‘RT it .7 with no ijoivy(;ﬁhwc EST‘?L?ESSEELETQQOPSZEZTJ'FZTSﬁii oA
retweets. Quotes and replies e
“J USt you then . ? ijt:tt);)uut?::n. FollowbackRadar: "#Rams 1. #Retweet if you want New

Followers 2. #Follow Me 4 #100Percent #Followback
FollowbackRadar"

£,  Just you then
Just you then. @MinnnieFarinacc: "RETWEET if you're from ASIA! @"




A Brief Future






Lots of bots focus on quantity over
quality (to some degree)

There's an element of serendipity to
following bots and discovering tweets.



For (some) Twitterbots, the volume of
tweets and scarcity of truly surprising
and great tweets are aesthetics.



Even if you know it's
going to happen.

Q Follow

2297 1183 v ~na BIEHF KR

[€] The Most Popular Tweets From @Everyword's Esteemed Career
&1 What happens when @everyword ends?

ws Everyword, the Twitter Feed of Every Single Word, Is Shutting Down




Metaphor-a-Minute!
@metaphorminute

Tweets a random metaphor

every two minutes, of the
form “an XisaY: P, Q".

Author: @tinysubversions

Metaphor-a-Minute!

a lurcher is a moray: swivel-hipped and trunk

. Metaphor-a-Minute!
a dogsled is a whipper: choosy, yet finless

1 Metaphor-a-Minute!
a bucketful is an oubliette: amateurish and
sophic

& Metaphor-a-Minute!
a chimaera is a scrim: post-partum,
threescore

& Metaphor-a-Minute!
an assurer is a greenback: exhortative,
transmissive

m Metaphor-a-Minute!
a casino is a submission: full-blown and
slimed

& Metaphor-a-Minute!
a compositor is a pratique: arrogant, yet
completist




For Computational Creativity, the
ratio of good tweets to all tweets
'S more Important.

We call this ratio the
curation coefficient



MetaphorlsMyBusiness
@metaphormagnet

Tweets about metaphoric
relationships derived from
Metaphor Magnet via several
custom filters and templates.

Author: Tony Veale

6379 213 1,638

A= MetaphorisMyBusiness
_—

What is a lawmaker but a legal lawbreaker?

What is a lawbreaker but an unlawful

lawmaker? Which one are you?
Lawmaker=#lawbreaker?

E MetaphorisMyBusiness
Irony: Serene libraries containing books
about devastating trauma.
Serene=#Devastating #BookAboutTrauma

A= MetaphorisMyBusiness
Gardener. noun. A hillbilly who would rather nurture heated parks than
heated feuds. #Gardener=#Hillbilly

M= MetaphorisMyBusiness
Speculators develop strategies. Accomplices serve the ringleaders that
develop strategies. Who is better? #Accomplice=#Speculator

A= MetaphorisMyBusiness
=, P y

lrony: When the referees that monitor
rewarding games decide punishing penalties.
Rewarding=#Punishing #Referee

A= MetaphorisMyBusiness
Irony: When some mentors teach “leamed” lessons the way trainers
teach inexperienced trainees. #Mentor=#Trainer #Lesson=#Trainee




Metaphor Magnet uses intelligent
databases of source material, and tries
to curate itself to find good metaphors.




Both approaches are okay!

(But this week i1s mostly about the latter)



How can we bulld bots
that curate themselves?



Could you write a curator
companion to your
favourite bot?



Daily o Wail 2950

MONDAY, APRIL 8, 2063 60p

DETAILS:
PAGE 42
POSTAGE PAYASLE

Bill Gates fired as

head coach of NY

Red Bulls

poitea Compondert g Thousands
DR.I IDS, vegans nud green 4 S .
activists should be given spe- i CR. m rllSh tO

cial treatment at work, accord- . i

ing to ‘lunatic’ advice from the ; 1 d

equalities watchd : - : N avol nC\V
benefit test

DISABILITY benefit claims have
more than doubled In some
parts of the country as thow
sands resh 10 avold tough new
medicy tests, laln Duncan
Smith dalms today.

The Work and Pemslom Sec
retary sold it showed why he
had been right to reform a
‘Exuioum” wytem weported
by Labour which saw the
numbder claiming soar o
3. 2milion, costing taxpayers
more than €348 a year.

Inaninterview with the Dally
Mall, he xcued Labour of
writing an "CB0bMON swidde
note' by cpposing every e
ment of the Govemment s
programme (O rein In the
bloated welare budget

OmMcial figures suggest that
71 per cont ofthose Being pald
the okt Shsabiry Bving allow
ance got the Beneft “without
Syvlamatc checks'

SEE PAGE SIX




Standing On The
Output Of Giants




Bots (tend to) exist in isolation

TWEETS FOLLOWING FOLLOWERS FAVORITES

1,948 22 158 290 - 2. Follow

Tweets Tweets & replies Who to follow - Refresh - View al

The Lonely Project

The Lonely Project (] The Labour Party

WildTurkeyyy Someone over here wanted you to know that you're not ’YX.48 = Follow
alone. #lonely #lonelyproject

Did you hear from me? Someone on my
website was hoping it would help you

are saying. . Follow

feel less alone. See what other people . /// @steveklabnik

&' laurenhallden.com/lonelyproject
The Lonely Project yPr - Ja H Billy Bragg

%Mbmmm Kourttanderrson Somepne over here wanted you to know that you're not 1 ® Follow
alone. #lonely #lonelyproject

Popular accounts - Find friends

. The Lonely Project

_MyCharmedLife Someone over here wanted you to know that you're
not alone. #lonely #lonelyproject

Worldwide Trends -

#ungefragt
Junior Malanda
#SCBPSG




Museum Bot

. . Model: Priest with Zodiac Hare metmuseum.org/collection/the
pic.twitter.com/6KZTt50fHt

AppreciationBot

.@MuseumBot The most important idea at
work here is that of the chapel in which a
priest exists. RT if you like this one too.

't also begins to build
up creative networks
- bots as input and
output channels,
curators and critics.

Building bot
‘companions’ to
existing bots gives
you readymade

iINspiration!

AppreciationBot 9 ’—

.@MuseumBot You can imagine the kind of

bus that might have inspired this one! It's a
good one, this.

1 J




Plus, It's nice!
(#botALLY)




“Someone should make a bot...”

@ThreeCourseMeal @GreatBottishBakeOff
Judges meals for their balance
= Pear lamonade of flavours, gives scores and
pancake, and cucumber saad sarcastic/witty criticism.
Chessy peanut butter panna cotta
@HouseBotdeaux

T~ Three Course Meal

= Cheesy sweet potato tater tots

Suggests wines to go with particular
meals, (perhaps with amusing
descriptions of their flavour).

Steamed red snapper

Green tea panna cotta with tapioca
applesauce

7. Three Course Moeal
-
Glazed prawns on latkes and clams on crackers

@LesBotsHeureux
Generates fancy names for each
course, with appropriately fancy

descriptions of the dishes.




Bulld a network with
people In this room!



Black Box Bots




Consider building bots which are functional

oY Soupoy et ? Bots which give
.@JPGglitchbot Your picture is ready: regularly—formatted

ISO #Qgradient #edges #black

output, or take special
kKinds of input, can be
used by anyone!

This encourages other
botmakers to join Iin
with the building of

creative bot
communities!




Consider building bots which are functional

@-messages become 9] Loveol so 5

requeStS from a @JPGglitchbot Your picture is ready:
partiCU|aI’ USEr. iSO #gradient #edges #black

Accept #hashtags as a
way of setting options or
parameters for the bot.

Bots can still be
iIndependent and take
requests - but watch
your rate limits.




Building A
Better Bot



1. Lock your bot down

AppreciationBot

.@MuseumBot The russian In this piece has a
feeling of a raving nazi just under its surface.

This really makes me feel optimistic.

1 1 P

https://github.com/dariusk/wordfilter



2. Sign your work

AppreciationBot

| study works tweeted by @MuseumBot

and give my opinion. | was taught by
mtrc, so blame him. With apologies to
dariuskazemi.

The Met

gamesbyangelina.org




3. Plan for the long term

Tweets [weets & replies
SavyGamer PC

SavyGamer PC

These Tweets are PC game posts from Far Cry 4, PC - £18.27 bit.ly/1tSTDua
SavyGamer.co.uk, the UK Video Games ’

Bargains site.
UK
SavyGamer PC

AssUnity, PC - £18.27 bit.ly/1sx6ve9

savygamer.co.uk
Joined September 2012

s

SavyGamer PC
The Joylancer: Legendary Motor Knight, PC - £4.17 bit.ly/1svXT7u

SavyGamer PC
Thief [2014], PC - £4.80 bit.ly/1svTSjr

(Especially if you’re lazy like me) > >




4. Open Source (if you want)

Walking Tour

A bot that follows Google directions and
tweets the results. Currently walking from
New York to Los Angeles. Tweets every
12 hours. By @amarriner

New York to Los Angeles

github.com/amarriner/Walk...




Thanks!

”N As the Film Ends

Then the puppy urinates on him.

mike@gamesbyangelina.org
@mtrc



